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DON'T BURN THE BARN TO ROAST
THE PIG, SAYS UD LAW PROFESSOR
DAYTON, Ohio -- "If you're not aware you might be playing
with fire, you may burn down the barn just to roast your
particular pig," cautions a University of Dayton law professor in
referring to the Bill of Rights.
Allen Sultan, who has been designated an academic specialist
~n

constitutional law and international human rights by the

u.s.

Information Agency, made his remarks as the nation prepared to
observe the 200th anniversary of the Bill of Rights on Dec. 15.
Although some Americans see the expansion of rights as a
trend that needs to be reversed, Sultan doesn't agree.
"Before passing a constitutional amendment against flag
burning or tampering in other ways with the Bill of Rights, we
should consider how well the document has served the needs of our
increasingly diverse population," he says.
"The Bill of Rights is a body of affirmative precepts that
cumulatively represents our political and civil philosophy ••• The
test of any constitutional system is the ability to serve its
ultimate goals, yet at the same time adjust to changes of
providence."
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As for the flap over flag burning, Sultan believes this is a
case where reasonable minds can differ regarding freedom of
expression.

"As much as I detest flag burners, they are part of

the price of liberty," he says.
The concept of intellectual liberty is the jewel in the
crown of the Bill of Rights, Sultan believes.

"If you want to

start to amend the Bill of Rights when it's served us so well,
the very worst place to begin is with intellectual liberty," he
says.
He feels the best way to celebrate the bicentennial of the
Bill of Rights is to learn more about it.
"The greatest security to our rights 1s maintaining the
integrity of our political system and guaranteeing that integrity
by public education about the Constitution."
The Bill of Rights compr1ses the first ten amendments to the
Constitution and became effective following ratification by
Virginia on Dec. 15, 1791.
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For media interviews, call Allen Sultan at (513) 229-3542.

